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principal Native States was shaken or seriously impaired by
Dalhousie's policy and conduct, No candid critic can say
that it was thus shaken or impaired in the face of the events
which followed the mutinies of 1857, less than two years after
his departure. During that crisis the great Native rulers, the
Nizam, Sindhia, Holkar, the Gaekwar of Baroda, the Maharaja
of Jammu and Cashmir, the Begain of Bhopal, the Rajput
princes, the Protected Sikh chiefs, and many others of similar
rank, remained faithful to the British cause. Their fidelity was
indeed so valuable that some observers feared lest without it the
British Government could not weather the storm. Whether the
fact possessed this high degree of importance or not, it proves
at all events that the confidence of the Native princes as a
body had not at all been alienated from the British Government
by the policy of Dalhousie.

These acquisitions of territory were not supposed to have
caused the sepoy revolt, which was seen to have arisen from
independent causes, but they were alleged to have aggravated
that crisis.   The direct charge of so many additional provinces,
containing in all nearly 200,000 square miles and 45 millions of
inhabitants, did certainly augment the difficulties of the British
Government on that most grave occasion, without always affording,
in proportion, fresh strength for encountering thorn. An addition
of 4 J- millions sterling annually had/howcver, boon made to the
revenues of British India by the annexations.   One of the new
provinces, indeed, the I'anjab, furnished martial resources, and
proved a tower of strength to the Government.   * If it had not
been annexed and had remained tinder Sikh rule, the British
cause during the war of the mutinies would have been in a
much worse position than it actually was;  and Dalhousie is
entitled to his share of national gratitude on this account.
Pegu and Berar remained cjuiet, throughout the period of dis-
turbance; and mischief was avoided in Ntigpur and Sattara.
At Nagpur, however, a Muhammadan conspiracy formed with
Mahratta collusion, was frustrated by a timoly discovery * this
danger might possibly not have arisen had the* Mahratta rule
"boon still existing there.   At Sattaxa a mutiny was prevented,